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The “Gus Hall Affair”
1962- Chairman of the Communist Party USA
- Invited to speak on college campuses around the Northwest
- Included CWSC campus- Symposium on American Values
- Public outcry

The Reaction
Community Members and Politicians
- Called for the cancellation of Hall’s appearance
- Pressure for cancellation led to President of the college,
James E. Brooks, to request the invitation be withdrawn

Exposed Discourses
Anti-Communism by limiting rights
- Limit free speech
- Under assumption it was for the protection of American values
- Belief that appearance would be used as recruitment event for
Communist Part USA
- Students not mature enough to hear from a Communist
- Communists should not be allowed public forum to speak
- Communists believed to be liars
- Referred to as “exaggerated and conservative anti-communism” by
the Students for a Democratic Society

Examples of Anti-Communism Discourse
• Two Democratic state legislators: W. I. McCormick and William S. Day, of
Spokane County
• Freedom Fighters: Different event in Spokane county
• Editorial- Students Didn’t Miss Much
– Students “by and large, would have attended out of curiosity, in the same fashion that
one visits a side-show at a carnival.”

• Letters to Editor
–
–
–
–

“why was he invited? It makes one wonder!”
“ought to be allowed the ‘privilege’ of living in Russia”
“Hall should not have the freedom he has in our United States.”
“would not get a ‘clear picture’ of communism… as it is a known fact that a communist
does not always let the true facts be known.”
•

Push Anti-Communist speakers for “clear picture”

Exposed Discourses continued
Free Speech and Critical Thinking
- Protection of American right of Free Speech
- Well rounded knowledge on controversial subjects
- Desire to have the ability to make informed decisions

Examples of Free Speech and Critical Thinking Discourse:
Students
•
•

Although they meant well, “they are a danger to the very thing they try to protect.”
Curt Pickett
–

•

Hollis Broderick
–

•

“anxious to have our speakers present views from every side.”
“An intelligent decision is based on an objective analysis of all pertinent and available information.”

Emory Van Lehman
–

“the best way to fight your enemy is to know how your enemy thinks, talks, works and in general how he lives.”

Examples of Free Speech and Critical Thinking Discourse:
Faculty
•
•
•

•

37 members signed a statement that protested cancellation
A rebuttal to those “concerned with these events because they are a threat to the
foundations of a free society.”
Belief “that whether a free society stands or falls may well depend upon the depth of
understanding of and commitment to the idea of freedom.”
Reiterate statement from senior Gaye McEachern–

•
•

“that it’s part of our basic democratic belief that we should grant freedom of expression to everyone; not just those
we agree with.”

“… to deny any man’s right to speak is to threaten every other man’s right to speak.”
Response to belief that nothing would be gained by hearing Hall speak–

“The most effective way to deal with ideas we oppose is to answer them.”

Examples of Free Speech and Critical Thinking Discourse:
Members of the Community
•

Katherine Ladd
–
–
–

•

Martin Kaatz
–

•

America “cannot oppose a totalitarian ideology in our country by using one of the tactics that we deplore in a
totalitarian government; namely the denial of free speech.”
“a rational, intelligent discussion, in a calm atmosphere of its ideology and its present totalitarianism, including its
denial of free speech.”
“Do we also have so little faith in the maturity and intelligence of our college students that we feel they will toss away
in one day the democratic principles they have been learning for 18 or 20 years?”
The “assumption seems to be that nothing is to be gained by exposing a controversial individual and his ideas to
public scrutiny and question because we are already familiar with his distorted notions.”

Roy E. Lieuallen, chancellor of the State System of Higher Education
–

“confident that students and faculty are more than competent to evaluate Hall’s remarks.”

The Bigger Picture
• Students for a Democratic Society
– “unreasoning anti-communism has become a major social problem for those who want
to construct a more democratic America.”
– “good arguments would surely defeat bad.”
– “From conversation would come conversion.”

• Free Speech Movement Berkeley
– The goal was “to tear the wall of differential treatment down in the name of free speech
and equal civil liberties”
– “that there should be no difference between political speech and advocacy on or off
campus.”
– The students “had just acquired the right to have speakers of any kind (including
Communists who had previously been prohibited) speak to them in university buildings
under certain restrictions including the right to answer.”
– “FSM activists yearned for an intense educational experience that moved the mind and
the soul.”

